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abyss of a past eternity. What the coming, or, rather, the arrived year may bring is known only to the Omniscient. But we know that, whatever may be its course and incidents, they will be what they ought to be."
On his birthday (January 3oth) he says: " My friend Doctor Hoffman comes to dine and take a glass in commemoration of this, my birthday. Sixty-four years since I came into this breathing world." This winter was perhaps a more than usually quiet one at Morrisania. Morris's health was delicate, and frequent attacks of gout and other maladies confined him much to his room. On the 9th of February he mentioned being "confined to my bed ; the parson and doctor come to celebrate my son's birthday. Company from town requested not to come, because of my ill-health."
Notwithstanding ill-health and many business perplexities which beset him during this last winter, his pen was very actively employed against what, in his judgment, were grave abuses in public places. Of the ratified Convention he wrote to Rufus King, January nth :
" I am to thank you for a copy of the President's message transmitting the ratified Convention, which reached me last evening. I had just read in a newspaper that which communicated to your body the account of the negotiation given by our plenipotentiaries. It would be impertinent in me to make comments on this transaction to you. Our so glorious war, and so glorious peace, and so wise Convention will all appear to the honor of the parties concerned in the page of history.1'
His opinion of the new bank scheme was given to Mr. -Moss Kent in the following letter, dated January 23$ :
"I would have made an earlier reply to your'letter of the i2th, but, ever since I received it, have been confined by influenza and gout to my chamber, and chiefly to mynces will enrich the country you in-howing, as
